Stuff You Need to Know for the AHSGE Reading Exam
accurate, accurately: correct, correctly

excerpt: a short section of a passage lifted out for closer examination

stanza: a sub-section of a poem, like a verse in a song

evidence: information from the passage that supports a point or answers a question

interpret, interpreted: attempt to understand a text, understood a text

editorial: a piece of writing based on the writer’s opinion, attempts to persuade the reader

dramatize: to demonstrate something in writing by using vivid details and images, to bring it to life
main idea: the central message the author is trying to get across in his or her writing

supporting details: ideas that support the main idea – can be examples, reasons, descriptions, facts, or statements related to the main idea

thesis statement: a sentence that contains the main points of a non-fiction essay; a “road map” of the essay that sets out the destination (what the writer intends to prove), along with the stops on the route (specific points to be made along the way)

theme: the life lesson or inspirational message intended by the author

author’s purpose: his or her reason for writing the piece, what he or she intends to do by writing it, often expressed as a verb (persuade, entertain, inform, explain, describe, illustrate, inspire or demonstrate)

fact: a statement based in truth, can be proven
opinion: a statement based on personal feelings, beliefs  or preferences; can be true, but not able to be proved by looking it up 

point of view or viewpoint: an author’s feelings or beliefs about the subject of their writing

argument: the reasons an author uses in support of his or her viewpoint

propaganda: emotional tactics used to sway a reader’s opinion and convince him or her to do something he or she might not ordinarily do

context clues: words and phrases surrounding an unfamiliar word that aid in determining the meaning of the unknown word

organizational patterns: strategies for organizing information in a paragraph (chronological order, order of importance, spatial order, cause and effect, compare and contrast, main idea and examples)

summarizing: condensing or shortening a piece of writing by putting the main idea and essential details into your own words

drawing conclusions (conclude): When we draw conclusions, we try to understand something that has not been specifically stated. To do this, we take the information the author has provided and add it to what we already know about the subject to make an educated guess about what the author means. If a question asks you to conclude something, the answer will NEVER be something specifically stated in the passage!
predicting outcomes (predict): Similar to drawing conclusions, we must use clues the author has left for us in order to make an educated guess about what will happen later in the text
characterization: the way an author reveals a character’s personality or nature to the reader. The author may do this directly, using direct statements about the character. He or she may do this indirectly, allowing the reader to learn about the character through the character’s words, actions and thoughts, or through other characters’ words and thoughts.

mood: the feeling created in the reader by a piece of literature (happy, contented, uplifting, sad, despairing, shocking, suspenseful)

tone: the writer’s attitude toward his or her subject (humorous, sarcastic, sympathetic, serious, playful, formal, critical, optimistic)

setting: time and place of a story

plot: the sequence of events in a story
conflict: the struggle or problem a character faces within a story, can be internal, between two opposite desires, or external, between the character and an outside force

literary point of view: perspective from which the story is told, or who is telling the story

simile: a figurative comparison between two unlike things that have at least one point in common, uses “like” or “as” (Ex: My mouth as dry as a desert. Her eyes twinkled like diamonds.)

metaphor: another type of figurative comparison between two unlike things, but there is no “like” or “as” (Ex: My mouth was a dry desert after singing for two hours. Her eyes were brilliant diamonds on Christmas morning as she looked at all the gifts under the tree.)

personification: giving human characteristics to non-living objects (Ex: The sun smiled warmly on us as we drifted down the river.)

hyperbole: a serious exaggeration of the truth in order to make a point (Ex: I nearly drowned this morning getting to my car in all this rain!)

imagery: word pictures that appeal to the reader’s senses, using words that imitate sounds or vividly describe sights, smells and flavors

Methods for Strengthening a Viewpoint
personal testimony – having a “satisfied customer” share his or her positive experience

statistics – using compelling numbers to illustrate success

expert testimony/observation – having an experts discuss their personal observation of excellence

demonstration – providing visual or testimonial accounts of quality

positive/negative aspects – providing both sides of the story before the opposition can

Types of Propaganda
loaded language – swaying opinion by choosing words with specific implied or exaggerated meanings to produce a powerful  emotional response in the reader

bandwagon – using peer pressure to sway a reader’s opinion or spur them to action; “All of your neighbors have bought one! Why haven’t you?”

testimonial – using a famous person’s endorsement  as a means to swaying opinion

Logical Fallacies or Not-So-Good Ways to Get People to Do Something!
loaded language – using emotional words and phrases instead of providing solid facts

false authority – using a famous person’s name or image without their permission in order to sway public opinion

conformity – using the bandwagon propaganda technique to convince people to join the crowd

stereotyping – using a negative assumption about a group of people (all blondes are dumb, all lawyers are crooks, all politicians are liars)
rationalization – uses excuses instead of facts 
Organizational Patterns and their Keywords/Phrases

chronological order: placing information in order by the time of occurrence; KEYWORDS: first, second, next, after that, then, later, finally, lastly
spatial order: the description of a person or object using a logical order, such as top to bottom, left to right, east to west

KEYWORDS: next to, to the left of, on top of, on the right-hand side, above, below, between, beside

order of importance: arranging information by importance to the writer from most to least important or least to most important

KEYWORDS: mostly important, least important, most importantly

compare/contrast: pointing out the similarities and differences between to subjects

KEYWORDS: similarly, like, on the other hand, different, as opposed to, although, however, in the same way

cause/effect: providing both the causes and effects of the subject at hand, discusses both what happened and why it happened

KEYWORDS: therefore, because, as a result, consequently, for this reason, since

main idea and examples: stating the main idea and using specific details to support it

KEYWORDS: There are none for this one. Use process of elimination to rule out all the others.

Cause and Effect Relationships

Keywords for Causes



Keywords for Effects

        because        due to        for


as a result      resulted in      therefore

     (the) cause is    first         since

      consequently     (the) result is       thus

Literary Points of View

first person – when the narrator is a character in the story; the reader experiences the story through his or her eyes; uses words like “I,” “we,” “me,” “us”

third person – when the narrator is an outside observer to the story, not a part of it; uses words like “he,” “she,” “they,” “them”
